The impact of health insurance status on emergency room services.
This study presents evidence from a major hospital that the uninsured received less care than privately insured patients when they came for emergency treatment, even when the insured and uninsured had similar diagnoses. Uninsured emergency patients were also less likely to be admitted to the hospital than insured emergency patients. Among those treated and released, the uninsured have lower discharge costs than privately insured patients. Among those patients admitted to the hospital, however, the costs of treatment were quite similar for insured and uninsured patients alike.